GROW POSITION ON PROPOSED CHANGES IN GUARDIANSHIP

OPWDD has chosen this time to propose drastic changes in existing 17A Guardianship law. This was done without any input from parents and or guardians. We feel these changes will not only make it more difficult for people to obtain guardianship, but more importantly would severely jeopardize the health and safety of those who need it most. Guardianship has proven to be the best way to protect the rights and safety of individuals with developmental and intellectual disabilities. We are thankful that as of this point these risky changes have not been introduced in the Assembly.

If however this proposal is considered, it must include the following provisions:

1) People who have 17A guardianships under the current law must have their existing guardianships grandfathered in along with their designated standby guardians.

2) The time period to appeal any denial or restriction of guardianship be flexible.

3) All MHLS personnel and other appointed attorneys/professionals shall be required to be fully trained in issues affecting people with developmental disabilities.

4) There be no mandatory additional burdensome requirement imposed upon parents and other guardians to annually report to the court about the guardianship. The current proposal contains no identification of what such a report would contain. In any case, most guardians already regularly submit forms and reports to other agencies overseeing the developmentally disabled.

5) Input from guardians and parents must be solicited as to the definitions of functional capacities before they are written into the law.

