Dear Friends of individuals with developmental disabilities:

GROW is a parent and family run organization whose dedicated members have volunteered their time for over thirty years to advocate for a full range of support services to enhance the lives of people with developmental disabilities.

Some of GROW’s accomplishments include:

• Helped to create a Registry for services for persons with developmental disabilities that became a tool for statewide planning.

• Developed information packets for parents and sponsored transition guides for residential services. These are still being used.
• Advocated and continue to urge the State legislators to fund appropriate adult day and residential services. Along with other groups we were responsible for reinstating a $120,000, cut to OPWDD. 

• Succeeded in putting the burden of proof back on local school districts when there is disagreement with the CSE.

• Provided workshops on education, transition, adult services, benefits and guardianship.
. We were in the forefront of groups urging stricter fire safety regulations.
With the advent of Managed Care, the Front Door, Self Determination, etc. GROW needs to continue to be in the forefront of all these changes. We now make at least two trips to Albany every year. We also host meetings with our local legislators, and attend County Mental Health meetings as well as regional OPWDD meetings. We are currently working with legislators to create a “Guardian Bill of Rights” to ensure transparency in all aspects concerning persons with developmental disabilities. We are also trying to achieve some parity in residential opportunities for those still living in the community.
Whether it is the GROW Newsletter, the Helpline, the GROW web site, workshops, membership meetings, or trips to Albany, they all cost money. Please renew your membership, or join GROW NOW. Due to huge cuts in

funding by New York State, we no longer receive a member item grant. We need your membership NOW MORE THAN EVER. In addition, we need you to be an ACTIVE MEMBER! We urge you to attend our monthly board meetings as well as our other activities. 
LET’S HEAR FROM YOU SOON!!

Sincerely,

Barbara Masur, President

To check your membership status, look at the mailing label. The date listed is the last time you joined GROW. If it is highlighted in green, and says “15” your membership is up to date. If there is no date you have never been a member!! Please accept our apologies for any inaccuracies, and please inform us of them. IF you include your e-mail you will receive GROW board minutes, agendas of future meetings, as well as other important info.

GROW DUES ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
GROW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL, 2015
(please print)

Name______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________City__________________________State______________Zip___________

Phone ______________________________________ Email__________________________________________________

Membership Application  ( )Renewal    ( ) New
Family ($20)____________________________________
Single Parent/Guardian ($15)_____________________

